Chapter   VI

THE GERMANIC POWERS AND GREECE

OF all the nations that opposed their emancipation
the Austrian for a long time was the most
odious to the Hellenes. Other Powers might have
shown their hostility by refusing to assist them. Austria
showed it- by actively persecuting them. In 1798 the
great patriot-poet Rhigas went to Vienna, to solicit
aid for the liberation of his country, and the Government
of the Hapsburgs had the unexampled baseness to seize
and surrender him to the Turks, who tortured him to
death. Again, in 1821, when the Moldavian insurrection
was crushed, Prince Ypsilantis escaped into Transylvania ;
but instead of the sanctuary he hoped to find, he found
an Austrian dungeon. Throughout the Hellenic struggle
Metternich acted as the Sultan's ally, and the Austrian
Minister at Constantinople, if he did not advise, certainly
did not discourage the wholesale massacres by which
the Porte tried to suppress the rebellion.

Alarmed by Russia's action in 1828, Metternich modified
his attitude and advocated, as a matter of expedience,
the cause he detested on principle. But the Greeks,
who had not been cowed by Austria's enmity, remained
unmoved by this display of her favour. They knew
that Metternich was not their friend. His denunciations
pf liberals aucl refprmers everywhere and at all times